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"Nurturing Brilliance through the Pursuit of Knowledge,
Soaring with Boundless Innovation”

Time swiftly passes, and in the blink of an eye, PESS is celebrating its 25th anniversary. In this Silver Jubilee,
we are filled with gratitude and enthusiasm, preparing various celebratory activities. The theme of our Silver
Jubilee - “Nurturing Brilliance through the Pursuit of Knowledge, Soaring with Boundless Innovation” - truly

exemplifies the vision and mission of our school at this stage.

“Nurturing Brilliance through the Pursuit of Knowledge” signifies the teachers’ dedication over the years in
researching and implementing effective teaching strategies: in terms of curriculum, the school introduces a
course of Language-across-Curriculum in senior forms and offers courses related to Creative Media,
Applied Learning (ApL) on traditional Chinese Medicine and Digital Branding Communication, as well as
STEAM activities. Through regular professional development activities like lesson studies which include
collaborative lesson planning and observations, we equip students with the skills for not only hybrid and
self-regulated modes of learning but also group study, peer tutoring, and metacognitive development. As
educators, we not only provide our students with spiritual development and diverse extracurricular
activities, but in recent years, we have also actively promoted Values Education and fostered a school
ambience filled with love and discipline. We firmly believe that through joint efforts between teachers and

students, our students can transform into self-regulated learners and develop their talents to the fullest.

“Soaring with Boundless Innovation” is derived from Isaiah 40:31 in the Bible: “But they that wait upon the
Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run, and not be weary;
and they shall walk, and not faint.” Just like the eagles in the scripture, the school and its students humbly
await divine wisdom and strength to renew life with vigor. We ask the Lord to guide us as we bravely
journey forward like an eagle, running without weariness, soaring without effort, pressing forward and

upward, aiming to reach new heights and remain faithful to our mission given by God.
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Ensuring Success in English

Steer Our Way Upstream I . ik

Quality Input

Laying the Foundation for

P6-9 Ensuring Success in English

At the heart of our department lies a commitment to
addressing the varied needs of our students. Our
curriculum and assessment strategies are designed to
support those requiring extra help while also
challenging our most gifted learners to excel. We

employ various strategies, including personalized

The Importance of Reading

We regard a love for reading as essential to student
success, which is why it occupies a central place in
our curriculum. To ignite interest and foster a passion
for literature, we provide our Junior Form students
with weekly library sessions right from the beginning
of their journey at PESS. Teachers carefully select a
diverse array of fiction and non-fiction texts tailored

to each class, ensuring both engagement and

appropriate challenge.

revision materials, in-class quizzes, a differentiated
assessment rubric, and supplementary summer
study sessions. These initiatives help us to
effectively identify and respond to individual

learning requirements.

Through our Reading Across the Curriculum
program, we expose students to a variety of

genres, themes, and messages that stimulate

thought and discussion. Junior Form students may

explore the whimsical worlds of Roald Dahl or the
timeless works of Shakespeare, while Senior Form
students delve into the biographies of notable
historical figures. We also introduce non-fiction

texts that enhance subject-specific vocabulary.

Building Students' Vocabulary

Building on reading skills, we aim to equip
students with a versatile and rich vocabulary that
supports their reading comprehension and
writing endeavors. Our English Department
encourages the use of mind maps and conducts
regular dictation exercises to aid students in
acquiring and retaining essential and more

advanced vocabulary.

Creative Writing Tasks

As one of the cornerstones of English production,
writing is something we put tremendous effort into
at PESS. Building from our class readings and
vocabulary work, we then move through intense
grammar study until students are ready to be guided
to write fully, from sentence level to a paragraph
level and beyond, eventually creating entire,
well-structured texts suited to genre, audience and
purpose. As well as this, we believe in the power of
creativity at our school, and so students are
encouraged to think 'outside the box' and express
originality and imagination throughout the planning

and writing process.

Speaking Lessons

Having confidence in speaking is incredibly
important when learning a language, and at
PESS we strive to instill in our students a sense
of self-belief in what they are capable of. We
balance intense phonics work and holistic
presenting and discussing skills in our speaking
lessons. Students are given time to practice
before each lesson in a 'flipped classroom’
setting, allowing them to prepare at home
before engaging in deeper learning during

class time.
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Using English Outside the Classroom

Other than English work inside the classroom, we also endeavor to provide students with ample opportunity to

engage with and use English in a natural, extra-curricular setting.

Speech Training

Nurturing students in different forms of public
speaking unlocks their true potential. Our approach
at PESS blends targeted phonics instruction with
immersive and enjoyable activities, creating a
dynamic environment for honing English skills and
building confidence. By striking the perfect balance
between focused practice and authentic delivery, we
empower students to become effective
communicators and lifelong learners, equipped with

the skills to thrive in any setting.

Self-regulated Learning

Fostering independence in language acquisition is
crucial, and we support this from the outset of our
students' educational journeys. Through learning
processes such as co-learning and mutual learning,
we guide students toward self-learning. We provide
self-regulated learning opportunities for all year
groups, which can take a number of forms.
Newspapers, useful online videos and other
multimodal texts are brought together to provide
students with the tools to explore and improve their

English in a way that interests them.

News in English

Inspired by the popular BBC program 'Six Minute
English', our Native English Teacher (NET)
broadcasts 'Hong Kong News' and 'World News'
to the school in easy-to-understand episodes over
the PA system and on Campus TV. These also
include questions, quizzes and even opportunities
to win prizes. This keeps students entertained, but
also allows them to listen to natural spoken
English and engage with the content with both
their classmates and Class Teacher. And who

doesn't love the opportunity to win prizes?

English Cafe

For students who want to practice their English in
a more relaxing atmosphere, we provide a daily
'English Cafe' at lunchtime, hosted by a range of
English teachers. This is a calm environment, open
to all students, where they can socialize with
classmates, play some games, and chat with

English teachers.

English Activity Day and English Speaking Day

In addition to lunchtime and morning activities, we
also hold special English events throughout the year
at our school. We also think that responsibility is an
important skill for students to foster. Several times
throughout the year Form 3-5 will host 'English
Activity Days'. Inserting an aspect of competition into
their English learning, these forms have to design
and host their own game stall, all in English, to the
rest of the school. The best stalls, games and hosts
are then rewarded with prizes, which promote an

incredibly exciting atmosphere!

On top of this, we like to show students how
important English can be in all subjects not just in

English lessons. Throughout the year, the whole

teaching staff comes together to create our
‘English Speaking Days’. This is a day dedicated
to bringing English to our students across the
curriculum. Using carefully selected phrases
and discussion points, teachers from across the
school converse and engage with our students
in English throughout the day. We believe that
this can inspire students to realize the potential
and value of spoken English, which they can
then bring back to their English classes when

the English Speaking Day is over.
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Experiential Learning Transforming
Student's Future for the Better
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Unlocking Students' Potentials, ’
Helping them Crave and Enjoy Challenges "E
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Effective Life-planning Education

Help Wise Decision Making
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Move Forward with Parents
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