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English Language (S5-56)

Participating Teachers: David Yeung (5A), Majorie Wong (5B), Angus Ho (5C), Ivy Tsoi (5D)
Instructors : Angus Ho (5C) and lvy Tsoi (5D)
Lesson Observations: December 2016

1. Title of Lesson : Reading Skills - Guessing Meaning from Contexts

2. Objectives: To develop students’ skills to handle reading comprehension
questions in HKDSE Paper IlI.

3. Background (Weaknesses in Learning/Teaching)

The pass rate for the reading paper is usually the lowest among the four exam
papers because of the lack of reading habits, inadequate vocabulary and weak
reading skills. It is especially true for students in PESS as they have no confidence
in trying to comprehend an essay consisting of unfamiliar topics or with more
than 800 words. It even makes students more stressful when they come across so
many new words in the passage. It is just too easy and straightforward for
students to turn to a dictionary or just ignore the words when they do reading
comprehension exercises. Meanwhile, reading skills have not been systematically
taught in the past few years. The difficulties among students in answering reading
comprehension questions show that they need to be equipped with reading skills
regularly and systematically.

4. Rationale for the Lesson Plan

The aim of the lesson plan is to boost students' confidence in reading unfamiliar
texts with a certain amount of vocabulary by reviewing on scanning and
skimming reading skills and introducing a new skill which is to guess the meaning
from context. The focus of using context clues implemented in the lesson
includes root word and affix; and verb-noun collocations which is to raise
students' awareness of the rules of word-formation and parts of speech.
Students are required to read between the lines to find evidence to support
their prediction. Teachers are expected to model a self-questioning strategy to
identify different types of context clues so that students' attention can be drawn

to the content which helps them to guess the meaning of the unknown words.
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Lesson Plan :

SRENTTE S H(2015-2017)

Materials: Pre-test and Post-test (Appendix 1)

Preparation: warm-up exercise (Appendix 2)

Practice and Presentation: target vocabulary (Appendix 3)

o Teacher Support Actual
Student Activities o
Anticipated Student Responses | Performance
Preparation 1-2 smoothly completed so 1-2. Attained

Complete the reading
comprehension questions to get
familiar with the background of
Helen Keller.

Watch a movie about Helen
Keller's childhood - The Miracle
Worker

Practice and Presentation
Students give Chinese/English
meaning

Practice other verbs -
"employed", "employed",
"maintained", "overcame" in
groups

Each group presents their
answers - evidence must be
shown

Students practice others -
"soundless", "childhood",
"timeless", "educator",
"amazes"

Each group present their
answers - evidence must be

shown

Conclusion

A video of Helen's speech

Helen Keller is not an alien
subject; they may even find
themselves interested in her
story when they are told Helen

Keller tried to speak

3-5 before students get to
work, teacher uses an example
"contracted" to illustrate how
to guess the meaning from
context; first identify the
sentence pattern (SVO); then
draw students' attention to
the surrounding words; finally
concludes the skills used and
introduces the concept of root

words

6-7 The focus laid on
formation of words, start from
the root words and associate
with the family words, like
"educator", direct students to
think of familiar words, like
"education", "educate" then
"educator". Then remind them
what words ended with "tor"
or "ter" what meanings they

could be

successfully

3-5 Weaker
students
found
"maintained"
difficult to
guess as the
surrounding
words
seemed even
more
challenging
while the
strong
students
placed their
attention on
the sentence
structure
SVO- She...a

positive tone.

Then they
could made
the answer
"had"
without
distracted by
other
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9.

lesson

showed on youtube unknown

Post-test conducted the next words.

6-7 All
students
found
"timeless" a
difficult word
in this
context.
More

examples on

"-less" given

5. Discussion of Findings/ Results of Lesson Observation/ Post Tests :

The results from the pre-test and post-test showed the improvements
students made after the lesson. The test asked them to explain the target
vocabulary in English. They were even allowed to give answers in Chinese.
Both the pre- and post test have exactly the same questions related to the
subject but not being taught. For the pre-test, all students did not show that
they used the context clues to help them answer the questions. Instead, they
just gave up while the strong students might use Chinese to answer some
challenging words. For the post-test, most of the students tried to make use
of the surrounding words and some used Chinese to answer the questions.
Some stronger students even tried to use their own language to answer some
challenging questions.

Students actively participated in the discussion looking for clues to support
their guessing. They negotiated and exchanged ideas and they sent their
representatives to share their answers. The only drawback was that some
weaker students were comparatively slow when giving responses, so before
they had enough time to giving their own ideas, other members had got the
answers already. Instead of allowing them to start their discussion, the time
for individual work should be controlled so each one could have enough time
to try to figure out the answers on their own first. Other than assigning one
paragraph for one group, one more paragraph can be assigned as an optional
task so then students with different abilities can be fully occupied.
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6. Conclusion : Evaluating the effectiveness of the Lesson Plan

The lesson was well-constructed with the adoption of Preparation, Practice
and Presentation. The preparation work aroused students' interest in the
subject and provided background information which could ease students'
tension in struggling with a 1000-word article. Most of the lesson time was
spent on students' try-out, discussion and presentation. Overall, it was a
student-centered lesson which allowed students to have more experience on
analyzing the sentence structure, the verb-noun collocations and parts of

speech; and presenting their ideas.

7. Reflections & Recommendations : The effectiveness of this Lesson Study in

enhancing Teaching & Learning

The experience of this lesson study was rewarding. The same reading skill -
guessing from context was conducted in 5C, the weaker class last year which
was a successful try out while this year the teaching approach was slightly
modified but the result was comparatively less satisfactory. This year, the focus
was placed more on the language including the sentence structure, parts of
speeches and root words. Students were not required to follow the sequence of
the paragraphs, but instead they just focused on the target words. This made
them struggle and they took more time to read and understand the story. The
focus shifted from content to language because the teacher had more
confidence on this group of students who should be better equipped with
vocabulary and language usage but still the teacher ignored that they were not
advanced learners and they were not familiar with the language analysis either.
Focusing the skills alone for average and weaker students might make the

teaching more successful.

The most important finding in this lesson study was that reading skills can be,
should be and must be taught systematically while the importance of content
should have the same priority as the skills. It was also important for teachers to
observe the lesson and give constructive feedback and support to each other.
They also had more understanding towards teaching and learning in other

classrooms which could further enhance teaching in the future.

---The End---
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appendix1
A letter from Anne
5 April 1887
Dear Sophia,
[7]Thank you very much for supporting my decision to come here. | wasn't so sure
when Mr. Anagos recommended me to be Helen's teacher, but you encouraged me
to 1. the opportunity. If it wasn't for you, | would never have known that |
could make a difference in someone's life, and the 2 [gratification of helping others.
| couldn't wait to tell you about the exciting news- Helen now knows that
everything has a name and is 3. to learn 4jhe manual alphabet! It's
5 definitely| a 6 breakthrough]!

[8]1 made Helen hold her 7.Jmug] under the water 8.spout while I 9. pumped|. As the
cold water 10., filling the mug, | spelt "w-a-t-e-r' on her free hand. The
11sensation| of cold water rushing over her hand seemed to 12 [startle] her. She
13/dropped| the mug and stood as one 14.[transfixed. She then 15. ‘water'
several times and asked for the name of every object she touched. For the first time,
she showed interest in learning! Within a few hours, she had added 30 new words

to her vocabulary. Around a month ago, she only knew a few words and had no idea
how to use them, and she didn't know that everything has a name. 16.[Look how far

she has come|!

[9]I must say, | saw myself in Helen, even though her past experience and
17 associations were all against me. | was an angry girl whose world was not

understood by others. And you, dear, were willing to 18.feach out me, 19 Jnurture]

me and 20.challengel me. I thank you from the bottom of my heart for the love you

gave me when | was lonely, troublesome schoolgirl, whose 21.thoughtlessness

must have caused you no end of 22.. You are more than a teacher to me, you

are a friend, and sometimes, like a mother to me. You taught me with love,

23 patience] and care. You helped me 24 Jrealize my potential|. For this, | am most
thankful.

[10]1 know you feared that 25. would make trouble for me here;
but I am glad to be able to tell you that I am living 26.jpeacefully] with everyone.
My experience working here with Helen has made me grow up and be more
peaceful and understanding of others. All thanks to you!

With much love

Anne

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=32IC30JIv20 (Helen Keller Water pump scene
2:00)
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Appendix2
Helen Keller was born in 1880 in UsS.
When she was 19 months old, illness left her deaf and

blind. Doctors could do nothing to help her. She was

hopeless . But when Helen was seven years old, her parents employed Anne

Sullivan, a 21-year-old student

to be Helen’s teacher Anne taught Helen how to

communicate by spelling words on her hand.

In this unit, we read a book review

The Story of My L.ife
By Helen Keller

[1] Written when Helen was only 22 years old, The Story of My Life
is describing her early life and telling (how she tried)

to escape from a dark and soundless world.

[2] Helen was not born blind and deaf, but , a
disease nearly killed her and took away her sight and hearing. Before Anne
came , she was a wild

animal. She would often hit (others) and at meal times she had

no concept about how humans eat their food. But Sullivan brought little Helen into
the human world, taught her not only about table manners, but also how to
communicate with others.

SRENTTE S H(2015-2017)

Preparation Work

Answer the questions

in short answer.

1. When and where was

Helen Keller born?

)

2. What happened
when she was 19

months old?

3. How did Anne

Sullivan teach Helen?

4. What is the book

review about?

5. When is The Story of
My life written?

6. What is the book

about?

7. Why was Helen like a
wild animal?

8. What should Helen
learn to be human-like?
i
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[3] Never one moment she expected the reader to feel sorry for her;
she maintains a positive tone throughout the book. Helen tells her story

in detail, . Helen often amazes the

reader by her vivid description

SRENTTE S H(2015-2017)

The book brings the reader into Helen’s world.

[4]

Helen tells the importance of never giving up. She herself

is a perfect example.

She overcame being deaf and blind, and progressed in her

education

[5] This
out great gaps of her life. First published in 1903, when Helen was 23 years old,

biography leaves

the book covers her early years: her

childhood , her time with Sullivan, and her years as a
student in New York. What she
had later as an educator is not
mentioned Anyone

might find this book a disappointment.

__(Some readers)

[6]
The

Story of My Life is is highly recommended for anyone who

wants a glimpse of the life of a deaf-blind person, and for parents who want to
educate their children to treasure what they have

29

9. Why don't readers

feel sorry for Helen?

10. What is amazing
about the book?

11. What should
readers learn from

Helen?

12. What didn't Helen

give up?

13. What does the book
cover?

iv
14. What is not

mentioned in the book?

15. What does "later"
mean?
After

16. Who are
recommended to read
the book?
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Appendix3

Name:

Class:

Helen Keller was borrin 1880 in e.g. in the south-eastern region of the  US. When
she was 19 months old, she a severe illness that her deaf and blind. Doctors
could do nothing to help her. She was almost as a hopeless case. But when Helen
was seven years old, her parents [mployed |Anne Sullivan, a 21-year-old
student to be Helen’s teacher and
lcompanion|. Anne taught Helen how to communicate by spelling words on her hand.

In this unit, we read a book review on Helen’s autobiography.

The Story of My Life
By Helen Keller

[1] Written when Helen was only 22 years old, The Story of My Life is the author’s biography
describing her early life and telling her struggles to escape from a dark
and world. While she remains truthful and paints a vivid picture of her story, it fails
to provide a deep 3. insight into her life.

[2] Helen was not born blind and deaf, but when she was a toddler, she 4.contracted a disease
that nearly Killed her and took away her sight and hearing. Before Anne Sullivan came into
her life, she was seemingly and was a little more than a wild animal. She would
often hit the household servants and at meal times she had no concept about how humans eat
their food. But Sullivan brought little Helen into the human world, taught her not only about
table manners, but also how to communicate with others.
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[3] Never one moment she expected the reader to feel sorry for
her; shea positive tone throughout the book. Helen tells her story in detail,

and perhaps supplied purple prose sometimes. Helen often the reader by her vivid
description of imagery and abundant use of literary devices. For example, in the first chapter,
she states, ‘I have, as it were, a superstitious hesitation in lifting the veil that clings about my

childhood like a golden mist.” The book brings the reader into Helen’s world

[4] Helen’s story is |enlightening|,

Inspiration comes from the reader taking in the facts and

responding to what happened when Sullivan entered her life.

Helen tells the importance of never giving up. She herself is a perfect example. which shows

that determination can [triumph Jover adversity. She the obstacles of being deaf and

blind, and progressed in her education

[5] The only blemish on This otherwise excellent biography is that it leaves out great gaps of
her life. First published in 1903, when Helen was 23 years old, the book covers only a small
fraction of her life. It focuses on her early years: her in Alabama, her time with
Sullivan, and her years as a student in New York.

What she had accomplished later as an feducator jand social is not mentioned in this

version of her ‘life’. Anyone who looks for a comprehensive portrayal of Helen might find

this book a disappointment.

[6] Not many books published back hundred years ago are still in print today, The Story of My
Life is surely a read and is highly recommended for anyone who wants a glimpse of
the life of a deaf-blind person, and for parents who want to educate their children to treasure
what they have through a short, enthralling story.
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BE : enquiry@nlsipess.edu.hk
49HE : http://web.nlsipess.edu.hk
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