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Lesson Study of English Language (S5-S6)

Participating Teachers: David Yeung, Stella Lau and Olivia Cheung
Instructors : Stella Lau (S6B) and David Yeung (S6C)

Date of Meetings: 25" Apr, 8" Oct 14, 12" Nov 2014

Lesson Observations: Late October 2014

. Title of Lesson

Integrated Reading and Writing Skills: Synthesizing Information and Presenting

Problems and Solutions

. Objectives
The objective of the lesson is to develop students’ skills to handle the

problem-solution type of writing tasks in HKDSE Paper III.

. Background (Weaknesses in Learning / Teaching)

Students performed unsatisfactorily in handling the problem-solution writing in
the Paper of Integrated Reading and Writing Skills in the 2" Term Uniform Test in
2013-14. First, they failed to identify the problems. Even if they did so, they
failed to match the solutions provided in the reading texts with those problems.
Second, when presenting the points, they tended to merely write all the problems
and solutions in a paragraph without any meaningful organization. As a result of
the ineffective presentation of problems and solutions, the content points the
students had written were not counted and the students scored low in general.

In fact, there was a gap between teaching and learning. Before the Uniform Test,

students had not been taught to handle this type of task in a systematic manner.

. Rationale for the Lesson Plan

Through some small teaching activities such as identifying relevant points,
matching these points up and organizing them into a paragraph, students can learn

to present problems, explanations and solutions in a coherent manner.



5. Lesson Plan

Materials: HKDSE 2012 Task 10, Handout (Appendix 1)
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Student Activities

Teacher Support

Anticipated Student Responses

Actual Performance
of the students in
S6B & S6C

Identify relevant points in a Data
File and classify them into the
following categories.

- Problems

- Explanation (cancelled later)

- Solutions

(Handouts: 3 columns)

Match each problem and the
explanation with the solution.

a. Teacher presents a paragraph
showing the structure of
problem-solution as an example.

b. Teacher presents the structure
with cohesive device.

(Variety of language is provided.)
e.g. (Problem) With regard to...,
(Sequencing) First, Second, Last but
not least...

e.g. (Solution) To alleviate the
problem/ To provide support,...
Practice : Students write a paragraph
by applying the skills and language
above.

Consolidation/ Feedback

1-2. Average to high ability

students should be able to

identify and classify them.
Weak ones may need to work
in pairs in order to classify

them.

Average to high ability
students should be able to
apply the structure and write
with some correct cohesive
devices.

Weak ones may only be able
to put the 3 items in a correct
sequence in a paragraph.
They may not be able to use
the cohesive devices correctly
or they can only use the
cohesive devices shown in the

example.

1-2. Attained in both

classes

4. Weak students
were able to present
each problem with its
solutions (content
points) in separate
paragraphs rather
correctly.

However, errors in
pronouns still
impeded

understanding.

Apart from matching
the problems and
solutions well,
stronger students
were able to use
varied cohesive

devices effectively.

6. Discussion of Findings/ Results of Lesson Observation/ Post Tests

a) Discoveries and modifications between the two lessons:

In the first lesson, in class S6B, the observing teacher identified some

problems which were not addressed by the plan. He then reinforced it in the

second lesson in S6C. Those problems included addressing the purpose of
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the task and the role of the writer. Besides, the variety of language posed a
problem to students’ understanding of the task. For instance, in the post task
‘problems’ was presented in various wordings such as ‘complaints’,
‘difficulties’ whereas ‘solutions’ was expressed in wordings like ‘help’,

‘assistance’ and ‘improvements’.

As a result, there was a gap of teaching and learning observed in the first
lesson. That was, on a page of the data file titled ‘Statistics’, for “...% of
immigrants disagree...’, students should be taught to interpret it as °...the
majority of immigrants have said it’s a problem.” In the second lesson in
S6C, this point was then better attended.

In general, by observing the task produced immediately after the lesson,
students of different abilities were able to organize the problems and solutions
coherently and use proper cohesive devices. Average students (Appendix 2)
were able to score most of the content points. When interviewed by the
instructor, the students expressed that they felt like being more confident in

handling this type of writing.

b) Limitations of the Post Test
In mid November 2014, the group intended to use the S6 Uniform Test as a
post-test to examine how well students could handle this type of integrated
writing task. In the first place, it was interesting for the group to notice that
‘problems’ took the wording of ‘misconceptions’ while ‘solutions’ were
sign-posted by ‘in reality’. However, the distribution of the problems and
solutions in the data file was not as scattered as the material we had used in the
study and the problems and solutions had been already sequenced. As
students were not required to identify the problems and match them with the
solutions once they managed to extract the whole part from the data file, this
post test did not provide the validity expected in demonstrating students’

learning outcome in this regard.

7. Conclusion : Evaluating the effectiveness of the Lesson Plan
The adoption of small teaching activities is highly desirable. The handout has
effectively guided the students to develop the high order skill — synthesizing,
through breaking it into small steps like identifying, sequencing and matching.
The presentation of a well-constructed paragraph was also conducive to building

students’ skills and confidence in presenting problems and solutions properly.
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8. Reflections & Recommendations
It was regarded as a highly rewarding experience as it served as an invaluable
platform for the group to examine students’ learning difficulties in detail and
have professional dialogues on the pertinent teaching strategies. With a clear
purpose given by the school, we collaboratively developed our plan and earnestly
made it happen. The discovery of the good features and the gap of teaching and
learning during the peer observation were equally stimulating. The study of the
learning outcomes through analysing students’ written work as well as the
process of writing this report helped us articulate the experience more explicitly
on how to help students learn more effectively, hence, develop a deliberate

professionalism towards language teaching.

---The End---




HEHR (RFARNE)

Paper 3 Listening & Integrated Skills Appendix 1

Problem-solution Writing

Source: HKDSE 2012, Task 10

Part | Identifying the problems (Difficulties faced by different countries)

Problems

Solutions

Not easy to find somewhere to live (88%)

Not easy to find a school for children (83%)

Not easy to find free medical care (90%)

Not easy to find free legal advice (82%)

v W [IN |-

Children have the opportunity to make friends (87%)

Part Il Matching the solutions (Help available from the community in Hong Kong)
Problems Solutions (can be more than 1 point)

1 Not easy to find free medical care 4 doctors offering free clinics (once a week in
(90%) Mongkok)

2 Not easy to find somewhere to live Estate agent (in Kwun Tong) provides a
(88%) commission-free service to help newcomers

find somewhere to live

3 Not easy to find a school for children -
(83%)

School/education application form filling
service

Offered by Cultural Commons

4 Not easy to find free legal advice (82%) | -

Two local lawyers offer pro bono/free
services to newcomers

Through community-based legal advice

scheme
5 Children have the opportunity to make | -  Youth clubs
friends (87%) - Sports team
- Offered by Cultural Commons
Part Ill Connecting ideas logically Useful cohesive device
Problems Solutions
First, Second To alleviate the problem, To provide

help/assistance/support, To_V1__,

Last but not least, Thus,

In fact, there are/is......

For _G/n.__, NIL (It is a good idea for us not to use connectives

in some sentences to have a more natural flow of

language.)

With regardto __G/n.__,
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Task 10: Newsletter article (18 marks)

Write an article for Fairfax Secondary School’s newsletter using information from the B2 Data File and your notes,
Write aroind[f0 words
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Lesson Study of English Language (S3)

Participating Teachers: Mr Angus Ho, Ms Elaine Tam, Ms Sylvia Tam
Instructor: Mr Angus Ho (S3C) '
Date: 9" May, 2014

1. Title of Lesson

Lending a Hand and Comparing Amounts

2. Objective
The objective of the lesson is to introduce students to the use of “more...than”,

“fewer...than” and “less...than” to compare amounts in context.

3. Background
We chose to focus on the topic of Lending a Hand and Comparing Amounts because

we want students to revise the difference between countable and uncountable nouns.

4. Weaknesses in Learning & Teaching
Before the lesson, the teachers presumed what difficulties our students might face when
dealing with the topic. It is highly likely that most of our students have a 'general'
concept of countable nouns and uncountable nouns as they have learnt it in Form 2. But
there are some nouns they might be confused with or simply treat as countable, such as,

hair, rice, chocolate, and sushi.

For nouns preceded by a 'quantifier', our students might possibly overlook it when they
decide if they are countable or uncountable, for instance, ‘plates’ of sushi (countable)

versus sushi (uncountable).
The words 'less' and 'fewer' are easy to mix up. Although some students may notice that
they mean the same thing - the opposite of more, they tend to use 'less' all the time.

'Fewer' tends to fall by the wayside.

Pre-test Analysis

The students are given a pre-test that is composed of ten questions. They are expected to
use the information on the note sheet and make comparisons by filling the gaps using
'more...than', 'fewer...than' and 'less...than'. Out of ten items to compare between Sue
and Jo, the first seven comparisons are straightforward while the last three require more

thoughtful responses (appendix 2).

For the sake of analysis, the pre-test questions are grouped according to ‘less than’, ‘more
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than’ and ‘fewer than’.  First of all, students are expected to use 'less...than' in questions

1 and 5 in which the objects compared are uncountable.

From question 1, it is obvious that 'milk' and 'junk food' are uncountable nouns as they do
not take on a plural form. Therefore, 'less...than' should have been used. However,
over 20 percent of our students used 'fewer... than' instead. =~ The reason for the wrong
choice is probably due to our students being insensitive to the need of using 'less than'
with uncountable nouns and 'fewer than' with countable nouns. Another reason could be

that they might simply mix up the words ‘less’ and fewer’.

The second group analyzed is questions 4 and 6 in which our students are expected to use
'fewer...than' to compare objects that are countable. Interestingly, the percentage of
errors made and the types of mistakes made in both questions are exactly the same. It is
strange that as many as 41 percent of students wrote 'more... than' in the sentence. This
illogical choice could be a careless mistake since the majority of questions in the pre-test

start with 'Sue' as the subject, but questions 4 and 6 start with 'Jo' instead.

The third group analyzed is questions 2, 3 and 7 in which our students are expected to use
'more...than' to compare objects that are either countable or uncountable. Students did
relatively well in questions 2, 3 and 7. The comparisons are very straightforward and

those sentences all start with the subject of 'Sue'.

The last group for analysis is questions 8 to 10. They are comparatively challenging for
3C students in terms of the level of difficulty. The question is somewhat tricky as there is
a subtle change in the unit used for comparing the frequency of TV watching. The noun
‘hours’ in the note sheet is countable while 'time' used in the question is uncountable.
Regarding the frequent use of the wrong choice ‘more...than’, it is likely due to the mix

up of the subject and the object. In this question, Jo is the subject rather than Sue.

Rationale for the Lesson Plan

In terms of the pedagogical value, it is believed that the pre-test analysis provides the
teachers some pedagogical implications or valuable input for lesson planning. It is evident
that most students do not have problems with the use of ‘more...than’ to compare
amounts.  Nevertheless, our students seem somewhat careless while making
comparisons. They might overlook what 'subject' is really in use. It is therefore

essential for students to be able to identify whom or what he or she is comparing.
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6. Lesson Plan

Topic: Unit 4 Lending a Hand and Comparing Amounts
Teaching Objectives
Introduce the use of “more...than”, “fewer...than” and “less...than” to compare amounts in context.
Teaching Sequence
Duration Contents Points of Evaluation
Motivation/Introduction : Responses:
Some nouns with pictures are printed out and students|Students were very happy and
are invited to differentiate countable and uncountable|picked the pictures eagerly.
nouns
10 minutes
Teacher asks students to put in some factual information
on a prepared sheet of paper, i.e. money in your wallet
today / no. of hours spent on whatsapp / Facebook /
amount of rice you eat every day, e.g. a bowl, two
bowls, etc. / no. of siblings / no. of ECAs, etc.
Teaching Activities : Group work:
Teacher asks students to use (more/fewer/less...than) to|Most students could identify
) compare objects. the appropriate quantifiers to
15 minutes
compare objects.
Teacher explains the use of (more/fewer/less...than) by
giving examples.
Practice: Group & Individual
Students can work in pairs/groups to form sentences|Practice:
using 'more...than', 'less...than' or 'fewer...than' and have|Some weaker students need
TR them write in their log book. extra explanations on the
Teachers can spot check by asking a few pairs/groups to|difference between countable
report their findings orally. and uncountable nouns
Students finish Grammar Book p.53 Exercise 2
Follow up Activities: Prompt Interaction:
A game is played where pictures of different things are |Further consolidation was
Do shown on the projector, and students have to apply given here. Teacher can
appropriate quantifiers to compare objects explain to students
immediately if they could not
give the correct answer.
Homework Students have to finish Grammar Book p.53 Exercise 3

7. Discussion of Findings / Results of Lesson Observation / Post Tests :

Post-test Analysis

Interview with students
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Some questions were raised about the above findings. Therefore three students were
interviewed. It is believed that interviews offer a different type of access to student
thinking on the pre-lecture and post-lecture. First of all, the students were asked if they
were learning about the topic for the first time. One of them said yes and he struggled
understanding the topic at first. Two of them, however, had some prior knowledge of
countable and uncountable nouns as they were introduced to the topic in Form Two. The
students were then asked about the difference between countable and uncountable nouns.
Two students had a general understanding of countable and uncountable nouns. Yet,
they wondered if 'hair' and 'rice' were countable. ~After that, the students were asked why
there was a striking difference between the results of the two tests. One student said that
he had trouble on the pre-test because he did not know the vocabulary words like 'month’,
'year' , 'often' and 'dishes' as shown in the note sheet. He thought a noun with 's' at the
end was uncountable. He also did not pay attention to the change in the subject and the
object of the sentence. He simply made blind guesses on the pre-test. The other two
students also confessed that they did not do the pre-test seriously. They had vague ideas
that 'less than' and 'fewer than' are the opposite of 'more than'. Only after the lecture did
they start to know the difference between 'less' and 'fewer'. Overall, the students found
the lecture easy to understand. Once they understood the lecture, they did the post-test

with a serious attitude.

(Table 1 in Appendix 1; Appendix 3)

To assess student learning, the same group of students were given a post-test right after
the lesson. The design of the post-test was similar to that of the pre-test. According to
the table 1 in appendix 4, the average mark of the pre-test was 50% compared to 80% for
the post-test. Out of 17 students assessed, 14 of them showed obvious improvement in
their understanding of the topic taught, 2 of them remained unchanged in their

performance and another 2 declined in their performance.

(Table 2 in Appendix 4; Appendix 3)

To make the measurement valid, each question of the post-test carries corresponding
elements as in each question of the pre-test. This design makes it possible to measure
how much students have improved in the attainment of particular learning goals. As
shown in table 2 of appendix 4, students improved in question 4 by 59% and question 6
by 53% respectively. That means our students became more alert in identifying the person
or thing that he or she was comparing.  In question 8, our students also showed that
they became more aware of the subtle change in the unit used for comparing the amount
spent on CDs. Most of them were alert enough to use 'less than' to match with the
uncountable noun 'money' rather than being tricked by the countable noun ‘dollars' in the

note sheet.
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On the other hand, our students were still weak in answering questions 9 and 10 after the
lecture. They showed little improvement in both questions, and scored 0% and 18%
respectively. In other words, more practice on nouns that go with 'quantifier' should be
given. For example, 'less than'is used for the uncountable noun 'salad' and 'fewer
than' is used for countable noun phrase 'dishes of salad'. Finally, it should be
emphasized in the subsequent lecture that 'less' can also be used with adjectives and

adverbs.

8. Conclusion
Students should be taught how to use uncountable nouns clearly as they have difficulty

grasping the concept in their minds.

Finally, it is easy to mix up 'less' and 'fewer'. When should ‘less’ be used, and when
should ‘fewer’ be used? This dilemma can be straightened out with a quick tip, that is,
for words that are 'countable', normally with 's' or 'es' at the ending, use 'fewer than'.
For words that are 'uncountable or abstract nouns' such as time, money or milk, with no
's' or 'es' at the ending, use 'less than'. If students stick with this quick tip, they will be

right most of the time. In summary, the following table can be used for identification:

Uncountable (no ‘s’ or ‘es’ at the ending) | Countable (with ‘s’ or ‘es’ at the ending)
—> use ‘less than’ - use ‘fewer than’

money dollars, coins

time hours, minutes

sushi two plates of sushi

milk three cups of milk

For the design of the worksheet, it might be good to consider the variation theory. In this
case, students will be focused on the features that lead to the differences in language use.
For example: Jack cooks less soup than Sam.

Jack cooks fewer howls of soup than Sam.

9. Reflection
As a teacher, every day is very hectic as many things are going on at the same time.
With the lesson study, we were given quality time to focus on our students and developed

appropriate strategies based on their needs as observed by the lesson study team.

Our team found the lesson study to be different from any other professional development
experience we have participated in before. It encouraged us to use our collective experiences

and talents to boost student achievement.
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Most importantly, we know that we are not alone in this teaching field. We have grown
stronger and closer as a team. The lesson study has changed the way we talk about teaching
and learning. Now we feel more confident to ask and explore the hard questions that come up

in our teaching lives..
---The End---

Appendix
Appendix 1© Pre-Test

Complete these sentences with 'more ... than', 'fewer ... than' and less ... than'. Use the
information on the note sheet to help you.

Sue: Jo:
1. drinks 2 cups of milk a day drinks 3 cups of milk a day
2. always buys a lotof oranges doesn't always buy a lot of oranges
3. sells 50 glasses of juice a day sells 20 glasses of juice a day
4. warches 2 movies a week watches 1 movie a week
5. doesn't eat much junk food eats a lot of junk food
6. reads 5 books a month reads 2 books a month
7. has3cats has 2 cats
8. spends many hours watching TV every day doesn’t spend many hours watching TV every day
9. makes 1 platz of sushiaday makes 3 plates of sushi a day
10. goes 10 Taiwan two times a year goes to Taiwan three times a year
1. Sue drinks milk Jo
2. Suebuys __ 0 oranges ____ Jo.
3. Suesells juice Jo.
4. Jo watches movies Sue.
5. Sue eats junk food Jo.
6. Joreads books Sue.
7. Suehas cats Jo.

8. Jospends time watching TV Sue,
9. Sue makes plates of sushi Jo.

10. Sue goes to Taiwan often Jo.
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Appendix 2@ Analysis of Pre-Test Results
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Appendix 3© Analysis of Pre-Test Results
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NLSI Peace Evangelical Secondary School
Lesson Study of English Language (S1)

Participating Teachers: Mr. Walter Mak, Ms Joyce Poon and Ms Sally Cheng
Instructor: Walter Mak
Date: 9" May, 2014

1. Title of Lesson
Fantastic Food - Tastes and Textures

2. Objective
The objective of the lesson is to stimulate students’ interest on the topic of
food and to teach them 16 adjectives they can use to describe food in their
daily lives.

3. Background
Members of the S1 Lesson Study group gathered together in early April,
2014 to prepare the teaching materials for the last Topic: Fantastic Food. We
were concerned that our students did not know how to describe the different
tastes and textures of food. Therefore, we set one of our teaching aims to be
on “Adjectives describing food”.

4. Procedures

We laid down the steps for this lesson study as follows:

1) Decide on which 2 classes in S1 that we will try out our teaching in

2) Use interviews as a pre-test to see how limited the vocabulary our
students have when it comes to describing the tastes and textures of food
they eat

3) Design a lesson to teach the first class

4) Observe and reflect on the first “teaching”

5) Refine the lesson focus and lesson plan

6) Try out the refined version on the second class

7) Use interviews as a post-test to see the results of learning’

8) Conclude and share experience of the lesson study

1) Mr. Mak’s 1D class and Miss Poon’s 1B class were chosen for this study.
The 2 classes fall into 2 extremes. 1D students are higher-ability
students while many of the 1B students need special attention in
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learning.

2)

Mr. Mak and Miss Poon interviewed 10 of their students respectively.

They showed them some pictures of food items and discovered that

students could remember the names of some basic fruits and vegetables

such as apple and tomato, but they had difficulty describing the tastes

and textures of different foods. They were also limited to a few simple

adjectives such as sweet, yummy, good and bad.

3) With the information collected from the interviews, a lesson was
designed for 1D
5. Lesson Plan

Duration  |Contents Remarks
Motivation/Introduction : Students are given 8 Students were very
samples of food on their desk (sour skittles, bitter excited and eager to

10 minutes dark chocolate, spicy chips, minty chocolate, sweet |learn during the lesson
water, salty peanuts, chewy gummies and bland
bread)

Main teaching activities : Students are asked to Most students could only
guess what they think each of the food items on their [name 2-3 of the 8
desk tastes like. adjectives used to

15 minutes |Their answers are written on the board. Students then |describe food in the
eat each food item on their desk one by one and the |lesson.
teacher tells them what adjective is the correct one to
describe the taste.

Conclusion : Students are shown a power point with |Students have some
the 16 food adjectives and examples of each one. problems with

10 minutes |Fhey are also taught how to pronounce each word pronoun.ci.ng the W(_)rdS,
correctly. so practicing speaking

the words aloud is
essential
Follow up activities: A game is played where Students really enjoyed
pictures of food are shown on the projector, and playing the game and it

10 minutes |students have to guess the correct adjective to helped them remember

describe the taste and the texture. the words and the
pronunciation.
For homework, students are given a worksheet on
which they have to write down 3 food items and a
Homework

complete sentence for each of the 16 tastes and
textures.
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6. Discussion of Findings
The lesson is effective in getting the students interested in the topic as many
of them are excited to try the different food items. Unfortunately, our
students’ vocabulary is limited and pronunciation is weak so they really
need more practice in these areas to improve their skills. Also, having a plan
in place to control the students is crucial as they can be overly excited when
they see the food. It is imperative that ground rules be set and told to the
students before the lesson begins and that 3-4 reliable helpers are chosen to
distribute the food items.

As a result, some places were modified when it was tried out in 1B class.

1) We confined the adjectives of tastes to 6 as well as textures to 6.

2) Six items of food were put in a small container beforehand. They were
given 2 containers each. The tasting process was more controlled
because 1B students were more prone to get overly excited and lose
control of themselves.

3) They needed 2 rounds of tasting. For the 1* round, the teacher helped
them to figure out the adjectives of tastes and textures. For the 2" round,
they tasted according to the hints given on the ppt.

4) No game was needed because they needed more time to learn the
pronunciations of words. Besides, they had already been very interested
and excited about the real food they ate in the lesson.

The lesson went smoothly and no chaos was caused.

Overall the lesson was successful in getting the students engaged in the
lesson. The topic of food is something that most students enjoy and students
seemed eager to share what they liked to eat with their classmates. The
lesson took a lot of time to prepare as the food had to be bought and
separated into small containers beforehand. However, the end result was
worth it as students could really remember the adjectives taught during the
lesson.

Mr. Mak and Miss Poon once again interviewed the 20 students from 1D
and 1B respectively. This time, 1D students could describe the different
food items properly with correct adjectives. 1B students knew the right
adjectives but still they could not pronounce them well.
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With reference to this particular lesson study, we find out that the lower-
ability students need more “reading aloud’ practice. They may know and
understand the vocabulary they need to communicate, but they are not able
to say the words or pronounce them correctly. This is something that we
should not neglect in our future teaching.

Conclusion

Through the lesson study, the group could generate more ideas for the
lesson activities. While observing the lesson, we were able to detect the
students’ difficulties in learning. If we know our students better, we can
adjust our teaching approach so that they can learn more interestingly and
comfortably. We, teachers can also teach more practically and confidently.
Both teaching and learning can be enhanced.
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NLSI Peace Evangelical Secondary School
Lesson Study of English language (S4)

Participating Teachers: Ms. Ivy Tsoi, Ms Yvonne Tse and Mr Wallace Wong
Instructor: Ms Ivy Tsoi

Date: 9" May, 2014

1. Title of Lesson
Technology — Why are mobile phones popular?

2. Objective

To boost students’ confidence in speaking by giving students more time to
practice.

. Background

This year was the first year in S4 that the speaking lessons were conducted
in split classes. Students were given more time to practice and more
individual attention was given to each student. Meanwhile, the weaker
students in S.4 were not used to speaking English in front of others;
therefore they needed to be carefully guided before they were able to
express their ideas in English. The team agreed that we could make use of
this chance to equip students with confidence in developing ideas and
language use.

. Procedures of the lesson study

First we decided to try out our teaching in S.4B, one of the weaker classes.
The pre-test was done in the same lesson to check how much vocabulary
they could handle when describing the topic chosen. Then, we tried it with
the first group. We observed and reflected. After that, we refined the
teaching plan after the practice with the second group. We recorded the
discussion of some students to check if they could express their ideas more
effectively.
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5. Lesson Plan : For two groups of 4B students in two speaking lessons.

10 minutes

Motivation/Introduction :

Divide students into groups

Introduce the topic by asking students if they
have any smartphones and what they use with
their smartphones

Get students to discuss with their group members
Ask one student from the first group to report
their opinions

Introduce the sentence pattern

- Smartphones are ... (adj) because ...

Get the second group to report and encourage
them to use the sentence pattern

This is a pre-test which tests
how much vocabulary about
this topic a student can
master.

15 minutes

Main teaching activities :

Introduce other sentence patterns

Ask the rest of the group to try other sentence
patterns

- We can use the smartphones to ...

- We can ... with smartphones.

- Smartphones allow us to ...

Allow each group to read aloud the sentence
patterns in their own group

Remind students they will be given a quiz after
they finish their reading aloud practice

Ask one student from each group to try the
sentence patterns

Get students to brainstorm their ideas to prepare
them for the discussion

Show students the examples of organizing ideas

Students should spend more
time on speaking instead of
listening to teachers.

When students feel confident
in using the sentences
patterns they have learnt,
they will be more involved
in this lesson.

10 minutes

Practice:
Get students to discuss with their group members
Give feedback

Ask students to practice on what was advised

Check if students can make
good use of the sentence
patterns in their discussion.

10 minutes

Demonstration:
Ask one student from each group to do the
discussion for the whole class

This is a post test.

6. Discussion of Findings:
The lesson with the first group was quite successful as students were

engaged in the task. They had plenty of ideas about this topic though the

lack of vocabulary and expressions were still a problem for them. They

were given more time to read aloud on their own and there was time for

them to shout the words out loud. Some students were a bit reluctant to read
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aloud but once the award and punishment system was introduced, they were
more motivated to try and practice. They found it quite interesting when
everyone in the class was participating. The atmosphere was very positive
and all the students broke out of their shells.

4) It was also found that students were more willing to talk when they were
given more input based on their previous knowledge. They could
produce some simple vocabulary on their own but once they were given
some more advanced vocabulary, they were willing to pay attention to it
and to have an attempt in using it in their practice. Of course they
needed the chance to practice it several times before they had the
confidence to use it in the real discussion

5) Students in the second group were stronger so they did not need to
spend more time reading aloud with teachers on the vocabulary;
therefore, they had more time to practice the sentence patterns and the
vocabulary in their discussion.

6) Both groups of students were more willing to talk in their discussion in
this lesson though there were still a lot of grammatical mistakes and the
accuracy of the language use was still far from satisfactory.

7. Conclusion and Recommendations
Teachers should always be reminded that students should be given a far
more active speaking lesson and be encouraged to talk while the teacher
should listen more carefully. Different types of speaking activities can also
be introduced before getting students to discuss, for instance, reading aloud
which can be an individual or group activity.
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